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Jenny

• Yes, this is a powerpoint presentation
– I’m a profeSsor, what did you expect?

• I only have something like 10 minutes, so 
I’m going to have to be quick

• So, let’s go to jenny’s 
beginNings

• Planning ahead for just this moment, I 
took a photograph of jenny on 
every birthday from age 0 to 20
– Except age 5, and I lost the age 20 one



Jenny is 20



Jenny is 19



Jenny is 18



Jenny is 17



Jenny is 16



Jenny is 15



Jenny is 14



Jenny is 13



Jenny is 12



Jenny is 11



Jenny is 10
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Jenny is 5
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Jenny is 1



Jenny is 0



beginnings

• Jenny was born on the                  
9th july, 1990 at                              
18 minutes to 11
in the morning



23

• Twenty-thrEe cards welcomed her 
to the world

• Ten more than 
..                           her sister got  
..                           because elderly  
..                           relatives died
..                           in between



prospects

• Here’s her horoscope from the Daily 
Mirror
– As the mirror was then known

• In other words, 
..                          Learn to     
..                          mask



prescient

• Some of the cartOons were wedding-
related

• Not entirely usefully…



I know all this…

• I know all this because on 9th july, 1990, 
I went out                             
and bought                                
a copy of                                                 
every
newspaper                           
I could find

• “ooh, that’s a good idea!”



collection

• we collected all sorts of things from 
jenny’s first few years



Nursery school

• Nursery school was a great source!
• that book the    
..                       character is      
..                       reading is called   
..                       Hymns

• If only they’d     
..                       known…



Bags and boxes

• We put all the things we collected into 
bags and put the bags in a box



five

• Then, when jenny                             
was 5, we sealed                    
up the box and hid                       
it in the atTic



Also In the box

• I put one last thing in the box before I 
sealed it up

• It was a letTer, written to future
jenny for when she got to open the box 
aged 18

• In it, I could say things to her aged 5 
that I knew I wouldn’t be able to say 
to her aged 18
– But that I knew I’d want to say to her

• Here’s an edited transcript…



Letter 1/5

6th July, 1995

Dear Jennifer,

I’m writing this on the Thursday 
before your 5th birthday. When I’ve 
finished, I shall place it in this box, seal 
the whole thing up, and you’ll be the next 
person to read it.

In this box are the first five years of 
your life – lots of things that may or may 
not interest you, but which  we put away 
just in case they did…



Letter 2/5

I shall miss your birthday because I’m 
going to be away on a junket to Singa-
pore. I don’t think you’ll be too upset about 
it (so long as you have your presents!), but 
I wish I could have been around to see 
you get another year older.

In this box are the first five years of 
your life – newspapers from your 0th

birthday, bits from the hospital, work you 
did at nursery – lots of things that may or 
may not interest you, but which  we put 
away just in case they would.



Letter 3/5

When you open this box, you’ll be 
older, wiser and more experienced with 
life than you are now. With that know-
ledge, though, inevitably, will come 
distance, independence, and social 
barriers between you and your parents 
(especially your father, i.e. me!). I’m writing 
this note now, therefore, so I can say to 
you all the things I won’t be able to say to 
you in the future.



Letter 4/5

Jennifer, you are the brightest, sparkiest, 
most intelligent girl I have ever encountered, and 
I love you deeply. You have that most precious 
of gifts, a fully-empowered, 100% unique, class 
A1 imagination. With that, you can do anything. 
Use it.

I don’t know what you’ll think of me in 
times to come, but I can assure you that your 
mother and I will and do love you always. You 
bring joy to our lives out of all proportion to the 
work we put into yours, and we consider 
ourselves very lucky and most privileged to be 
your parents.



Letter 5/5

You don’t have to believe all that I’ve put 
here; it’s enough for me that you’ve read it. You 
don’t even have to tell me you’ve looked in the 
box. This is a gift from the past to the future, and 
I cannot therefore predict what circumstances 
will prevail.

I can, however, tell you what’s true in my 
present.

I love you.



A parent’s job

• I don’t think jenny ever believed she’d get 
married
– “doesn’t a joint mortgage show 
comMitment enough?!”

• I always knew she would, though
• This is because she’s not only loved, but 
she’s loving
– Even if she doesn’t care to admit it in public

• Still, what are parents for if not to 
embarRaSs their children?



coupled

• Jenny only had to find the right person

• Fortunately, jj is that person
• I say “fortunately” because we really like JJ!

– GOod choice, jenny!

– (Parents can embarrass their children’s spouses, too)

• I’ll end with some instructions:
– Look after each other, and let yourselves be 

looked-after in return

– Live the rest of your lives together, and be
yourselves

– Be happy, be loved, be you!

• I oveRran, didn’t i?
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